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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT.PINS.FR 

SUB J : CORSICAN BOMBINGS AND AFTERMATH 

REF: NICE 387 

SUMMARY. WITH RISING HOSTILITIES BETWEEN THE RIVAL 
CORSICAN ORGANIZATIONS, VIOLENCE ON THE ISLAND HAS 
TAKEN A SIGNIFICANT UP-TURN. THE ANNOUNCEMENT BY 
PRESIDENT GISCARD OF PLANS TO VISIT CORSICA COULD BE 
CONSIDERED A FURTHER IRRITANT TO THE TROUBLED 
SITUATION. IN ADDITION, CORSICAN LEADER SIMEONI HAS 
CALLED FOR A CENSUS, CORSICAN IDENTITY CARDS AND AN 
INTERNATIONAL DEBATE ON THE ISLAND'S STATUS. WHILE 
THE OVERWHELMING MAJORITY OF CORSICAN INHABITANTS, 

INCLUDING THE ISLAND S STRONGEST SINGLE PARTY - THE 
BONAP ARTISTES - ARE NOT IN FAVOR OF INDEPENDENCE, THE 
GOF WILL BE EMBARRASSED BY ANY CONTINUATION OF VIOLENCE 
AND MILITANCY FOR INDEPENDENCE-TYPE THEMES. END SUMMARY. 
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1 . DURING THE NIGHT OF FRIDAY 12 TO SATURDAY 13 AUGUST 
SEVEN BOMBINGS TOOK PLACE THROUGHOUT CORSICA. THE MOST 
SERIOUS OF THE EXPLOSIONS WAS THE BLOWING-UP OF THE MOST 
IMPORTANT TELEVISION AND RELAY STATION IN CORSICA. THE 
DAMAGE CAUSED WILL TAKE MONTHS TO REPAIR AND IN THE 
MEANWHILE THE WHOLE OF NORTHERN CORSICA WILL BE ENTIRELY 
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WITHOUT TELEVISION. THE NATIONAL FRONT FOR THE LIBERA- 
TION OF CORSICA (FNLC) HAS CLAIMED RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE 
BOMBINGS WHICH WERE HIGHLY UNPOPULAR THROUGHOUT THE 
ISLAND AND HAVE BEEN CONDEMNED BY ALL CORSICAN MILITANT 
ORGANIZATIONS - EXCEPT. OF COURSE THE FNLC. 

2. THE BOMBINGS WERE TIMED TO OFFSET AN AUTONOMIST 
MEETING AT FURIANI ON SUNDAY, AUGUST 14. EDMOND SIMEONI, 
LEADER OF THE AUTONOMIST UNION DU PEUPLE CORSE (UPC, 
FORMERLY ARC THEN APC - REORGANIZED AFTER THE VIOLENCE 
OF ALERIA IN 1975) HAD CALLED FOR THE MEETING AT FURIANI 
TO CLARIFY HIS PARTY'S PRESENT POSITION. THE LONG 
STATED GOAL OF THE UPC IS "A CORSICAN NATION WITHIN A 
FRENCH STATE." ALTHOUGH THE AUTONOMISTS INSIST ON THEIR 
OPPOSITION TO THE NATIONALISTS AND BELIEVE 

THAT ONLY HARM CAN COME FROM FNLC BOMBING TACTICS, THE 
GOF IS INCREASINGLY INCLINED TO VIEW THE UPC AS AN 
INDEPENDENCE (AND THEREFORE NATIONALIST) FORCE. THE 
NATIONALIST FNLC, HOWEVER, ACCUSES THE UPC AND OTHER 
AUTONOMIST ORGANIZATIONS OF TAKING TOO SOFT A LINE, OF 
BETRAYING THE CORSICAN NATION. 

3. EDWARD SIMEONI MANAGED TO GATHER A CROWD OF APPROXI 
MATELY 10,000 AT FURIANI. HE AND HIS SUPPORTERS CONSIDER 
THIS TO BE A VICTORY IN ITSELF. A TOUCH OF STAGE- 
MANAGEMENT WHICH ADDED TO THE ECLAT OF THE MEETING WAS 
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THE APPEARANCE OF MAX SIMEONI, EDMOND S BROTHER AND 
FUGITIVE FROM JUSTICE, WHO SHOWED HIMSELF TO A 
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SYMPATHETIC PUBLIC AFTER A YEAR OF HIDING. THE 
NATIONALISTS WERE CONDEMNED, SEVERAL AUTONOMIST PROJECTS 
WERE ANNOUNCED (A CENSUS, IDENTITY CARDS FOR CORSICANS) 
AND, MOST IMPORTANTLY, E. SIMEONI ANNOUNCED HIS INTEN- 
TION OF BRINGING THE CORSICAN PROBLEM INTO THE INTER- 
NATIONAL ARENA - AN UNUSUAL PROPOSAL FOR AN AUTONOMIST. 
THE PRINCIPAL REASON FOR THE FURIANI MEETING WAS TO CON- 
SOLIDATE SUPPORT BY MODERATES OF THE AUTONOMISTS AGAINST 
THE NATIONALISTS AND TO REITERATE AUTONOMIST CLAIMS THAT 
REFORMS GRANTED BY PARIS ARE STILL INSUFFICIENT. 

4. A FURTHER AND PERHAPS NOT UNEXPECTED DEVELOPMENT IN 
THE ISLAND'S CONFLICT WAS THE ANNOUNCEMENT (PUBLISHED IN 
THE NOUVEL OBSERVATEUR, AUGUST 22) BY EDMOND SIMEONI THAT 
TWO HIGH OFFICIALS, IN THE MINISTRIES OF DEFENSE AND 
INTERIOR, ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR ORGANIZING BOMBING ATTACKS 
AGAINST THE AUTONOMISTS THROUGH A SMALL GROUP OF HIRED 
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THUGS. THE PREFECT FOR THE REGION OF CORSICA HAS 
FORMALLY REJECTED THIS ACCUSATION, BUT SOME OBSERVERS 
BELIEVE OFFICIAL INVOLVEMENT CANNOT TOTALLY BE DISCOUNTED. 

5. IT IS IN THIS CLIMATE OF RISING HOSTILITY BOTH 
WITHIN CORSICA ITSELF AND AGAINST THE CONTINENT THAT 
GISCARD ANNOUNCED THIS WEEK PLANS TO VISIT THE ISLAND. 

HE WILL GO "AT THE RIGHT TIME" IN ORDER TO EXAMINE 
POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS TO THE ISLAND'S PROBLEMS WITH THE 
LOCAL ELECTED OFFICIALS AND WITH THE PEOPLE. IN VIEW OF 
THE LACK OF A COMPREHENSIVE POLICY TOWARD THE ISLAND, A 
PRESIDENTIAL VISIT MAY BE SEEN AS A PROVOCATION BY 
CORSICAN ACTIVISTS. BUT GISCARD MAY ALSO BE HOPING TO 
PICK UP SOME POLITICAL DIVIDENDS IN NOT FLINCHING FROM 
THE CHALLENGE OF THIS VISIT. IF THE QUEEN CAN GO TO 
ULSTER, THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC CAN GO TO 
CORSICA. IN ANY CASE, HIS VISIT IS UNLIKELY TO QUIET 
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THINGS MORE THAN TEMPORARILY, AND MAY EVEN HAVE THE 
EFFECT OF CAUSING MORE VIOLENT FLARE-UPS. 

HARTMAN 
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